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Year in Review:
 More than 10 presentations at major events and tours across the prairies,
including Alberta, South Dakota, and Montana
 21 new projects signed directly impacting habitat for species at risk, resulting in
over $200,000 in payments made to local ranchers
 13 applications submitted for Beneficial Management Practices through the Farm
Stewardship Program and 14 applications submitted for water development
projects through the Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure Program
 20,000 Leafy spurge beetles released to help control leafy spurge in sensitive
areas
 Monitoring on approximately 85,000 acres
 Youth programming, including an activity with a local 4-H Club and high school
science class
 Committee developed to explore the implementation of a Conservation Banking
and Mitigation Strategy in Saskatchewan
 Focused project selection has created a large acreage of prairie being actively
managed with habitat for species at risk in mind. 13,760 acres under agreement
in one targeted area.
 Workshops focused on Invasive Plant identification and iMAPInvasives
 Adaptive capacity – refinement of habitat targets as research continues
-

21 new projects impacting nearly 100,000 acres of land
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Message from the Co-Chairs
2017 has been a year of resourcefulness, building bridges and collaboration to keep
species at risk conservation initiatives moving forward. SODCAP Inc. staff, contractors,
partner agencies, governments, and most critically, producers have been instrumental
in identifying opportunities and achieving conservation outcomes in a working
landscape. We are pleased to present the 2017 Annual Report for SODCAP Inc. to
highlight achievements from this year and express our gratitude to those individuals and
organizations that have contributed to making this another successful year.

Jaret McDonald and Orin Balas

Thanks to Jeff McMannus and Mark Wartman for their support to SODCAP over the
years.

Photos: Melanie Toppi and Krista Connick Todd
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SOD Area Map

Species of Interest
There are a number of different species at risk found in the South of the Divide (SOD)
area. Action Plans have been developed for 15 of them:
















Black-Footed Ferret (Mustela nigripes)
Black-Tailed Prairie Dog (Cynomys ludovicianus)
Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia)
Chestnut-Collared Longspur (Calcarius ornatus)
Eastern Yellow-Bellied Racer (Coluber constrictorflaviventris)
Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis)
Greater Sage-Grouse (Centrocercusurophasianus phaios)
Long-Billed Curlew (Numenius americanus)
McCown’s Longspur (Rhynchophanes mccownii)
Mormon Metalmark (Apodemia mormo)
Mountain Plover (Charadrius montanus)
Northern Leopard Frog (Lithobates pipiens)
Prairie Loggerhead Shrike (Laniusludovicianus excubitorides)
Sprague’s Pipit (Anthus spragueii)
Swift Fox (Vulpes velox)
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Introduction
In the Milk River Watershed, in southwestern Saskatchewan, species at risk, ranching,
and industry have co-existed together for decades. Careful management by the local
ranchers, farmers, industry staff, and government have ensure that the habitat these
species need remains intact. Biodiversity is important to the economic well-being of
Saskatchewan. Native Prairie supplies important habitat for the majority of our species
at risk, and wildlife as a whole!
Formed in 2014, SODCAP Inc. is involved in a variety of different projects and activities.
One of the purposes of SODCAP Inc. is to assist in delivering the South of the Divide
(SOD) Multi-Species Action Plan. This Multi-Species Action Plan is a partnership
between the federal and provincial governments, with input from stakeholders. The
Action Plan identifies critical and important habitat for 13 different species within the
SOD area and lists over 60 recovery measures for species at risk in the SOD area.

Vision
Native prairie and complementary habitat in the South of the Divide region of southwestern Saskatchewan is managed and conserved as part of the province’s history and
identity. Through our collaboration we enable species at risk within the South of the
Divide to thrive on working landscapes, providing environmental and economic
benefits for all.

Mission Statement
The S.O.D. Conservation Action Program will champion partnerships for coordinated
and innovative land management practices that sustain and recover multiple species at
risk and their habitats in the South of the Divide region of south-west Saskatchewan, in
balance with sustainable land and resource use.
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Agricultural Projects - Working with Native
Prairie Land Managers
Grassbanking
Over the last two years, SODCAP Inc. has been involved in negotiating The Grassland
National Park’s Grassbank Project. This project is a new initiative involving a
partnership between SSGA, Grasslands National Park, and local ranchers. The
grassbank allows local ranchers to utilize the grasslands within the Park’s boundaries at
a reduced rate in exchange for the producers achieving habitat targets on their own,
privately managed ranch. By taking a multi-species approach, the grassbank focuses
on creating habitat for Sage Grouse, Sprague’s Pipit, and Chestnut-collared Longspur,
through careful, targeted grazing on the entire landscape.
“This project is noteworthy because Parks Canada is using cattle to help manage the
park,” said SSGA President Shane Jahnke. “The project demonstrates the important
benefits of cattle grazing for the environment.”
“National Parks play an important role in contributing to the recovery of species at risk.
By combining our conservation efforts in Grasslands National Park with those of local
ranchers, we can influence and expand suitable habitat on a scale that would not be
possible by any one party working in isolation,” states Adriana Bacheschi, Acting Field
Unit Superintendent, South Saskatchewan Field Unit.
The project covers 40,000 acres of public and private land, much of which is critical
habitat. Local ranchers will manage grazing on portions of the East Block of GNP and
their adjacent private land with a goal of achieving habitat targets for these three
species. Habitat targets are set and measured by SODCAP Inc. Ranchers benefit from
the program when they meet the habitat targets through a reduced grazing fee on GNP
land, and through a financial incentive from SSGA through the Species at Risk on
Agriculture Land (SARPAL) program.
“Because we are dealing with large remote landscapes and difficult terrain, fencing is
not as practical,” Jahnke commented on the management practices. Instead, grazing is
managed using the traditional environmentally friendly practices of riding, as well as salt
and/or lick tub placement, topography, and time of use.
Achieving habitat targets through grazing means that ranchers need to change their
conventional grazing management to take into account the habitat requirements of
species at risk. To ensure that conservation targets are achieved, SSGA provides
funding for programming and monitoring to SODCAP Inc.
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Sample Projects

Controlling Leafy Spurge to Improve Habitat
Leafy Spurge has infested parcels of grassland in southwestern Saskatchewan for half
a century. Listed as a Noxious Weed in Saskatchewan, Leafy Spurge can spreads
aggressively and chokes out the native vegetation it is competing with. As a result
native prairie that once provided a range of biodiversity and a mosaic of habitats
becomes a monoculture of thick, tall weeds. This change can effectively eliminate the
habitat once produced there.
SODCAP Inc. is working with producers with spurge on their native prairie and other
partners to help control this weed, thereby improving the habitat available on those
lands.
One of the Habitat Management
projects encompasses 43 quarters
(6,880 acres) of land, mostly native
grassland, on the edge of the
Cypress Hills. A creek runs
through the middle. The ranch has
been contaminated with leafy
spurge for many years, and it has
diminished the quality of species at
risk habitat and has decreased the
quality and availability of forage for
the cattle on the ranch. Site
assessments indicate the ranch
provides potential habitat for
Sprague’s pipit, loggerhead shrike and northern leopard frog, as well as a variety of
other grassland birds.
This project will take an integrated approach, using spurge beetles, chemical, and
target-grazing. The focus will be on target-grazing using goats, who are able to make
spurge a large portion of their daily diet. Chemical will be used around the edge of the
property to prevent the leafy spurge from encroaching onto neighbouring ranches.
Spurge beetles will be collected and released each year in areas close to water, where
chemical and grazing are more restricted. The grazing will focus on the center of the
ranch, using existing fences as well as herding to implement a targeted, rotational
grazing system. A “twice-over” grazing method will be used; lightly grazing the area in
the spring, and then following up with a heavy graze later in the summer. This will
prevent the production of seeds and will weaken the roots, allowing native plants to
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compete with the weed. As the infestation is reduced the quality of habitat for species
at risk will increase.

Targeted Project Selection Results in Large Areas of Protected Habitat
Prioritizing projects to target important areas of habitat have resulted in 13,760 acres of
native prairie under agreement. Projects with four different ranchers focus on habitat for
multiple species, including both Greater Sage Grouse and Sprague’s Pipit. This
collection of projects help to increase connectivity between areas of critical habitat, and
borders both Grassland Park and the Dixon Pasture. The Dixon Pasture contains the
last known active sage grouse lek in Saskatchewan. Future projects will continue to
target this area, increasing the number of acres of intact native prairie.
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Results Based Projects
Results-Based Conservation Agreements help to make
habitat a management priority while still leaving management
decisions in the hands of the producer. These are voluntary
agreements, and focus on specific ‘results’ or desired habitat
characteristics for a particular species at risk. In exchange for
achieving the desired habitat targets, producers are rewarded
with a financial incentive. Habitat assessments, reviews, and
payments to producers occur on an annual basis.
Agreements are designed to encourage producers to manage
their land and make management decisions that support
species at risk habitat.
Results-based Conservation Agreements focus on two
species: Greater Sage Grouse and Sprague’s Pipit. Specific
data on habitat requirements are available for both these
species and habitat targets have been developed and are
being monitored.

Why measure forb
cover? Forbs
(flowering plants)
are an important
source of food for
sage grouse chicks
when they are
young.

Monitoring includes
measuring things
such as plant
species composition,
litter amounts,
grass height or
density, forb cover
and sage brush
density - depending
on which species
being targeted.

2017-18 involved monitoring lands
already under agreement as well as inspecting, monitoring,
and signing new agreements.
To date, with funding provided by the SSGA, 11 projects
have been signed across the Milk River Watershed,
encompassing more than 40,000 acres. While projects
focus specifically on habitat for either the Greater Sage
Grouse or Sprague’s Pipit, these ranchers are providing
habitat for several species at risk simultaneously. Annual
payments to producers for 2017-18 amounted to
approximately $108,000.

Several producers received partial payments because the habitat targets were not met.
Dry conditions influenced the grass height and species composition on some pastures.
Species experts from the Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment and Environment and
Climate Change Canada are assisting with adapting habitat targets as more research
becomes available.

Habitat Management Agreements
A Habitat Management Agreement is tailored to each producer’s operation and the
particular critical or important habitat that they are managing. The agreements are
based on an evaluation of each ranch, focused planning exercises, the producer’s
objectives and resources, and habitat conservation goals. Producers may be funded up
to 100% of the costs for implementing their agreements on qualifying lands.
Agreements will consider management activities that are beneficial to both the producer
and the species at risk. There will be no requirements to meet specific habitat targets.
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However, producers must implement the management activities outlined in the
agreement.
Management activities include upholding appropriate stocking rates, avoiding
destructive activities, building additional infrastructure, and monitoring. This year,
projects largely focused on controlling leafy spurge as a way of enhancing existing
habitat. These projects recognize the extra time and effort that participating producers
spend managing specifically for habitat.

Producers in the South of the Divide Area spend an
average of 60 days per year on conservation activities!
(Such as learning more about species at risk)
-Jeremy Pittman (2017 SODCAP Inc. AGM presentation)

5 more habitat management agreements were signed, impacting approximately
50,000 acres. Payments to producers to implement these multi-year agreements
amounted to $97,000 in 2017-18.

Habitat Restoration Agreements
Sample seed mix for a
loamy site:
- Northern Wheatgrass
- Western Wheatgrass
- Slender Wheatgrass
- Blue Grama grass
- Purple Prairie Clover
- Awned Wheatgrass
- Green Needlegrass

The goal of the Habitat Restoration projects is to recreate the grass composition, structure, and
functioning of native prairie on currently cultivated
lands. For many species these parcels of cultivated
land beside native prairie creates gaps in their
movement patterns. Restoring prairie in these areas
helps create habitat corridors and allows species at
risk to move freely. Projects target locations near
existing candidate critical habitat.

Native seed mixes are carefully chosen with the
assistance of a SODCAP agrologist, and agreements
are signed for 21 years. The seed mixes contain
ONLY native species, in order to mimic true native
prairie. Tame nitrogen-fixing species, such as alfalfa or cicer milk vetch, were not
allowed. The producer is responsible for seedbed preparation, weed management, and
seeding. Proper weed management is essential for stand establishment. Seeded
areas are rested for two years post-establishment.
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To date, 5 habitat restoration agreements have
been signed, impacting 525 acres.
Restoration activities are at various stages of
completion, ranging from weed control to
actual seeding. Seed has been purchased for
all 525 acres.

Specific Seed mix for a Site on
the South Slope of the Cypress
Hills:
- Green Needlegrass
- Western Porcupine grass
- Needle & Thread
- Western Wheatgrass
- Northern Wheatgrass
- Awned Wheatgrass
- June Grass
- Purple Prairie Clover
- Blue Grama
- Sandberg's Bluegrass
- Canada Wildrye
- Plains Rough Fescue
- Slender Wheatgrass
- Wild Blue Flax

Milk River Agri-Environmental Group Plan (AEGP)
This was the final year for the Growing Forward 2 funding, which supported the AEGP
program.
An agri-environmental group plan is an
opportunity for producers to take part in
Beneficial Management Practices
(BMPs) funded through the Farm
Stewardship Program. Environmentally,
it is an opportunity to effect change on a
watershed through a variety of actions
which all focus on managing native
prairie, and ultimately habitat for several
different species at risk. The program
provides technical support for both the
Farm Stewardship Program (FSP, which
focuses on BMPs), and the Farm and
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Ranch Water Infrastructure Program (FRWIP, which focuses on water development).
The AEGP projects are reviewed by a committee of interested producers from the South
of the Divide (SOD) area. This peer review committee assesses the validity of the
project and provides input based on their experience and local knowledge of the
livestock industry and grazing management.
In the Recovery Strategy, the creation of dugouts has been identified as a risk to
Greater Sage-Grouse habitat. Part of the provincial government’s responsibility to
maintain habitat for species at risk, includes screening water development projects in
southwestern Saskatchewan for potential risks. Producers who had applied for funding
for dugouts under FRWIP were contacted if their lands were identified as having SageGrouse critical habitat. Alternative water sources were instead discussed and
evaluated.
In the 2017-18 year, 13 FSP and 14 FRWIP projects were submitted to the Ministry
of Agriculture for review. 22 new producers were visited in regards to the AEGP
programming. Technical assistance was provided to Ministry of Agriculture staff
concerning how to effectively include species at risk and their habitat as a part of future
agri-environmental programs. Assuming all projects were completed, total funding to
producers through this project was approximately $130,000.

Water Development On Sage Grouse Habitat
The EPO prohibits:
- Water development
occupying an area greater
than 30 m2
- Dam development
- Producing noise exceeding
45 dB (particularly
during sage grouse
breeding season)
- Installing a structure or
fence taller than 1.2 m
-

In 2013 the “Emergency Order for the
Protection of the Greater Sage Grouse” (EPO)
was applied to specific areas of Saskatchewan
and Alberta. Among other things, the EPO laid
out restrictions and regulations regarding
livestock water development. Using funding
provided through the Habitat Stewardship
Program, SODCAP helped a land manager
develop and implement a plan to develop water
on a pasture within the EPO lands. Funding
was also supplied through the FRWIP and
Saskatchewan Cattlemen’s Association.
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The original request was to be
allowed to develop a run-off fed
dugout. With these restrictions in
mind, the new plan involves
developing a spring on another
pasture and gravity feeding water
from the spring to several troughs in
the pasture in need of water. The
revised project will cost
approximately ten times as much as
the originally proposed dugout, taking
into consideration the extra
maintenance involved with the more
complex system.

Niche Product Marketing
In 2017-18 SODCAP worked with 2 different livestock operations which market their
beef directly to consumers. Discussions included how to reach out to interested
consumers and qualities that consumers look for when buying their beef directly from
the producer. SODCAP Inc. will continue to work with interested ranchers to further
develop the potential niche market to provide incentives for species at risk conservation.
The next steps include engaging with consumers and promoting the logo.

Partnership with FWRWMA
SODCAP Inc. entered a partnership with the Frenchman Wood River Weed
Management Area (FWRWMA) to address the growing issue of invasive weeds.
Invasive species, such as leafy spurge, can overtake large areas of native prairie and
riparian areas.
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In the 2017-18 year, 4,640 acres of
grassland, farmland, and riparian areas
were mapped for leafy spurge, as well as
20 miles of road allowance surveyed.
Infestations were entered into iMap
Invasives. 10 producers were visited to
discuss spurge control methods.
Several workshops were hosted, focusing
on invasive species identification and using
iMap Invasives.
SODCAP Inc. staff also assisted Rural
Municipalities within the FWRWMA to
access funding grants for invasive weed
planning and mapping.
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Extension Activities
Presentations
-

-

Species At Risk Habitat Management in South West
Saskatchewan – CCA Environmental Committee,
Calgary, AB, August 2017
Integrated Approaches to Invasive Weed Control,
FWRWMA workshop in Lafleche, October 2017
Calgary Zoo GRSG Workshop, Calgary Alberta,
Ocotober 2017
NFWF Partnership Meeting, Rapid City, South
Dakota, February 2018
Transboundary Grassland Partnership Workshop,
Glasgow, Montana, February 2018
Providing Habitat for Northern Leopard Frogs,
SCCWS AGM in Swift Current, March 2018
Invasive Weed Identification, Weed and Water
Workshop in Val Marie, March 2018
Creating Partnerships for Weed Control – 7 separate
RMs throughout the year

Extension Events
-

Communications
-

-

Annual General Meeting, Consul, August 2017
Invasive weeds and IMap invasive workshops, Piapot,
Eastend, and Shaunavon, March 21, 22
Weed and Water Workshop, Val Marie, March 2018

Newsletter focused on AEGP programming, saline soils,
and habitat needs
1 radio interview with CKSW in Swift Current
Controlling Spurge on Pasture Lands – newspaper article
Controlling Leafy Spurge to Restore Habitat for Species at
Risk – Beef Business, November 2017
Prairie Provides: Niche Product Branding – Beef Business,
March 2018
478 followers on Twitter, nearly 40% of whom are from
Saskatchewan. More than 32,000 impressions.
141 followers on Facebook.
www.sodcap.com
@SODCAPInc
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Additional Exposure

-

-

Display booth at:
SSGA in Moose Jaw in June,
Frontier Days in Swift
Current in June,
Saskatoon Berry Festival in
Mortlach in July,
Wood Mountain Stampede in
July,
Boomtown Days in Shaunavon
in July,
Grasslander Classic at
Grasslands Park in July,
Invasive Weed Control
Workshop in Lafleche in
October,
SCA Zone meetings in Swift
Current, Glentworth, and
Piapot in October/November,
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Youth Programming
As the future decision makers and land managers of this province, youth within the SOD
area are an important audience for SODCAP’s message.
Two activities with youth were completed within the year. One was a presentation for
the Grade 11 Science class in Eastend. The presentation, Managing Habitat on a
Working Landscape, was a hands on activity giving each group of students a particular
scenario and the opportunity to achieve a variety of different goals. The students were
expected to design a management plan for their parcel of land, given certain goals and
habitat requirements, and discuss why they made the choices that they did.
The second youth activity involved a local 4-H club, and a willing ranch family! The
ranching couple were interested in “wildlife friendly fencing”, and fence marking for sage
grouse. A local 4-H club was invited to install fence markers on a one mile stretch of
new fenceline built in a “wildlife friendly” manner. The 4-H members made and installed
markers and flagging tape along the fence. They also spent some time learning about
native plant identification and species at risk.
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Minutes from 2016-17 AGM
South of the Divide Conservation Action Program Inc.
Annual General Meeting Minute
August 15, 2017
Consul, Saskatchewan
Co-Chair Orin Balas called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. Executive Director Tom Harrison called for
an introduction of the SODCAP Inc. Board of Directors. Members of the Board present at the meeting:
Orin Balas, Ranchers Stewardship Alliance, Co-Chair
Tom Harrison, SODCAP Inc. Executive Director
Jeff Keith, Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment
Jaret McDonald, SaskPower
Jeff McManus, Crescent Point Energy
Randy Stokke, Sustainable Canada
Kelly Williamson, Saskatchewan Stock Growers Association
Mark Wartman, Nature Conservancy Canada
Board Members not present at the meeting:
Larry Grant, Saskatchewan Cattlemen’s Association
Mark Wayland, Environment and Climate Change Canada
Norm Norgulen, Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities
The SODCAP Inc. Field Crew were also introduced:
Melanie Toppi, Weed Management
Alanna Block, Habitat Assessment
Ben Cloutier, Habitat Assessment
Krista Connick Todd, Landowner Relations and Agreements (west SoD), Communications
Kelly Williamson, Landowner Relations and Agreements (east SoD)
Ross Macdonald, Communications
Jeremy Pittman, Liber Ero Post Doc Fellowship Project
Alison Zeigler, Financial Advisor
Orin Balas opened the meeting by asking if there were any changes to make to the Agenda. No changes
were proposed. Motion AGM #17-1: Don Connick to approve the Agenda for the 2016-17 AGM. 2nd Jeff
McManus. CARRIED.
The first order of business was a Guest Presentation presented by Jeremy Pittman, the Liber Ero
Fellowship Post Doc working with SDOCAP Inc. in collaboration with the University of Waterloo and
University of California, Davis. Jeremy’s presentation was titled “Advancing Conservation in the South of
the Divide”, and outlined his work with producers. Jeremy described his activity as bringing policy
advancements to ranchers and local people in the SoD and explained how he was trying to document
18

what it actually cost ranchers to produce and maintain ecologically functional grassland habitat.
Jeremy’s presentation was followed by a workshop where AGM attendees were asked to answer two
questions related to Jeremy’s research:
1. How can ranchers conserve critical habitat for SARs? What are the practices? And what
types of costs (economic or otherwise) do they impose on ranchers?
2. How can policy and programming support ranchers’ efforts?

SODCAP Inc. Business Meeting – 2:30 p.m.
1. Executive Director Tom Harrison began the Business Meeting by began by presenting the 2016 – 2017
Activity Report, with a note that implementation of the Action Plan was still on hold. He said that, in a
conversation with Mark Wayland (ECCC), Tom had learned that the Action Plan is in Ottawa and remains
unsigned.
2. Tom confirmed with Krista Connick Todd that the 2016-17 Annual Report was completed, and would
be up on the SODCAP Inc. website soon. He also noted that Krista and others’ work on the Prairie Pride
video was completed, and that showings of this video had been made at the Royal Saskatchewan
Museum in Regina, the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon, and at Lethbridge College in
Lethbridge, Alberta. Attendance at all three locations was good, and productive question and answer
sessions following the video.
3. Tom moved on to discuss progress SODCAP Inc.’s main focus and projects in 2016 – 2017, with six
ongoing SARPAL Agreements, Habitat Management Conservation Agreements (HMCA) for Greater Sage
Grouse and Sprague’s Pipit. He provided an example of one such HMCA on Ed Bothner’s land in Beechy
SK, is outside the South of the Divide but in the Missouri Coteau, where similar ranching practices and
habitat quality support species at risk, but where critical habitat has yet to be designated. Following
Tom’s discussion of how HMCAs could be tailored to fit habitat management for protected species such
as swift fox, chestnut-collared longspur and McCown’s longspur, there was a question about how SAR
delisting might occur, with answers provided by both Robin Bloom (ECCC) and Jeff Keith (SK MOE).
4. Tom finished his activity report with a brief discussion of SODCAP Inc.’s ongoing collaboration with
industry to develop Mitigation/Conservation Banking. David Hamilton’s work on this topic is being
carried on by Cameron Jackson, with Environmental Dynamic Inc. (EDI).
5. Resolutions Chair (Mark Wartman) made the 1st call for Resolutions, and Nominations Chair (Jeff
Keith) made the 1st call for Nominations.
6. Krista Connick Todd showed the Prairie Pride video. The video was followed by a brief impromptu
discussion of Niche Marketing by Lorne Zentner, who described his personal experience in this sector
through his Silver Sage Beef and Grill business. He believes that consumers would pay extra for beef
produced on ranches with management practices that support species at risk. Lorne’s take home
message was that consumers care less about organic products and more about developing a personal
relationship with a producer who has integrity and who can provide them with a simple story about
their ranch. If SODCAP Inc.’s producers developed a simple story to educate consumers about the
benefits of ranching to species at risk, then they would pay a little extra to buy that beef product.
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7. Minutes from the 2016-17 AGM in Frontier, SK were presented by the Co-chair and were briefly
reviewed by the Executive Director. Motion AGM #17-2: Mark Wartman to accept the minutes from
the 2016 AGM. 2nd by Jeff Keith. CARRIED
8. The Executive Director reviewed the Financial Statements reported by Robert Szautner (RDS
Chartered Professional Accountant). RDS reported that SODCAP Inc.’s “cash flows for the period ended
in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations”. Tom asked Alison
Ziggler to give her opinion on the auditor’s report and she said that it was a fairly standard audit and
that it looked to be in order. There was a brief discussion of the breakdown of Expenses, particularly
around Salaries and Wages and wages for summer students and staff. Motion AGM #17-3: Jeff
McManus to accept the Financial Report. 2nd by Brooks Whitney. CARRIED. The Co-Chair requested an
appointment for an auditor for the next fiscal year. Motion #17-3: Mark Wartman motioned for Robert
Szautner of RDS Chartered Professional Accountant to provide this service. 2nd by Beck Magnus.
CARRIED.

9. Resolutions Chair (Mark Wartman) made the 2nd call for Resolutions and followed this with a 3rd and
final call for Resolutions. The Co-Chair noted no call resolutions. CLOSED.
10. Nominations Chair (Jeff Keith) made the 2nd call for Nominations. He noted that there were five
positions due for election:
- Industry – currently Jaret McDonald, SaskPower
- Agriculture – currently Kelly Williamson, SSGA, Randy Stokke, Sustainable Canada resigned
after 1 year
- Environmental NGO – currently Mark Wartman, NCC
- Member at Large – currently Larry Grant
BREAK
Sector groups broke up to determine nominations for open positions. Four uncontested nominations for
available positions were presented:
- Industry – Katelyn MacDonald, Crescent Point
- Agriculture – Kelly Williamson Saskatchewan Stock Growers Association (2 year term) and
Keith Day Saskatchewan Cattlemen Association (1 year term)
- Environmental NGO – Orin Balas, Ranchers Stewardship Alliance
- Member at Large – Larry Grant (not present)
Motion 17-4: Jeff Keith that Nominations cease. 2nd by Kelly Williamson. CARRIED.
Co-Chair Orin Balas called for any other business. No other business was noted. Motion #17-5: Randy
Stokke to adjourn. CARRIED.
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Financials
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